
 
National Nature Restoration Plan, 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, 

90 North King Street, 

Dublin 7, D07 N7CV 

Submission emailed to: nationalrestorationplan@npws.gov.ie 

29th June 2026 

 

Re: MARA’s Submission on Ireland’s Draft National Nature Restoration Plan 

 

The Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) welcomes the opportunity to 

comment on Ireland’s Draft National Nature Restoration Plan (NRP). 

MARA recognises the importance of the NRP in supporting the implementation of the 

EU Nature Restoration Regulation and in contributing to the restoration of Ireland’s 

marine ecosystems. MARA has an important role in supporting delivery of the Plan 

through its statutory regulatory functions such as; maritime area consents, maritime 

usage licensing, enforcement and compliance functions within Ireland’s maritime area. 

The final NRP should recognise the unique characteristics of the maritime area and 

reflect the statutory planning, consenting, and regulatory framework established under 

the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021. The implementation of any measures affecting 

the maritime area should be aligned with the existing marine planning and consenting 

processes to ensure regulatory certainty, efficient decision making, and effective 

environmental stewardship.  

Marine Spatial Planning and Sustainable Marine Governance 

The successful implementation of the NRP will require a coordinated and integrated 

approach to marine spatial planning. Ireland is simultaneously pursuing ambitious 

objectives in relation to nature restoration, offshore renewable energy development, 

maritime infrastructure and the sustainable use of marine resources. Effective marine 

spatial planning will be critical to identifying and managing interactions between these 

objectives and ensuring that restoration measures are delivered alongside other 

national priorities. 

MARA considers that the NRP should continue to promote an ecosystem-based 

approach to decision-making that integrates restoration objectives within broader 

marine planning and management frameworks. 



 
 

Marine Data, Mapping and Monitoring 

The draft NRP and supporting documentation identify significant knowledge gaps 

relating to marine habitat mapping, habitat condition assessment and monitoring. 

MARA therefore supports continued investment in national marine mapping, seabed 

habitat characterisation, habitat condition assessment and long-term monitoring 

programmes. Existing initiatives, including marine survey and mapping programmes, 

should be leveraged where possible to support delivery of restoration objectives and 

avoid duplication of effort. 

Consideration should also be given to developing standardised monitoring 

methodologies, data sharing arrangements, integrated and accessible marine 

environmental data systems. Accurate, up-to-date and accessible spatial information 

is essential to support evidence-based marine spatial planning, environmental 

assessment, restoration planning and regulatory decision-making. The availability of 

robust baseline environmental data will also assist in measuring progress towards 

restoration objectives and other marine policy objectives. 

Section 35 of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (as amended) provides for the 

establishment of a Maritime Authorisation Database, while the Planning and 

Development Act 2024 provides for the establishment of a Maritime Planning Register. 

MARA has recently issued MACs including a requirement that MAC holders make data 

collected available to the state if required by MARA. However, at present no repository 

(which may include a distributed repository) for such data exists nationally. The 

establishment of the Maritime Authorisation Database and the Maritime Planning 

Register point to there being a basis for a nation marine data service which could 

facilitate environmental assessments, marine habitat mapping, monitoring and 

restoration initiatives. MARA supports policy initiatives to put place a national marine 

data service. 

The development of a shared marine evidence base will be critical to ensuring that 

restoration objectives can be delivered in a manner that is spatially coherent, 

transparent and compatible with wider marine planning and sustainable development 

objectives. 

 

Governance and Coordination 

Given the cross-sectoral nature of the NRP, MARA considers that effective governance 

arrangements will be essential for successful implementation. Continued collaboration 

between Government Departments, State agencies, regulators, research bodies, 

academia and maritime stakeholders will support coordinated delivery and maximise 



 
opportunities for synergies between restoration initiatives and other marine policy 

objectives. 

MARA considers there may be merit in establishing a high-level implementation and 

coordination structure, supported by clear allocation of responsibilities and 

implementation actions, to facilitate effective delivery of restoration objectives across 

the marine environment. 

 

Stakeholder Engagement 

MARA welcomes the engagement processes proposed as part of the development 

and implementation of the NRP. Restoration measures in the marine environment 

have the potential to affect a broad range of stakeholders, including coastal 

communities, fisheries interests, offshore renewable energy developers, ports and 

other maritime users. 

Transparent, inclusive and evidence-based consultation processes will be important 

in building understanding and support for restoration measures while ensuring that 

environmental, social and economic considerations are appropriately balanced. 

 

Conclusion 

MARA supports the objectives of the Draft National Nature Restoration Plan and 

recognises the important contribution that marine spatial planning, environmental 

data, effective governance and stakeholder engagement will make to its successful 

implementation. MARA looks forward to continuing engagement with relevant 

Departments and agencies in supporting the delivery of restoration objectives within 

Ireland’s maritime area. 

 
I would be grateful if receipt of this correspondence, could be formally acknowledged 
by email to the following consultation@mara.gov.ie  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
__________________ 
Niamh Lennon 
Senior Marine Planning Advisor 
MUL & Planning Advisory Directorate 


