MI Observations on MUL260034 Wexford County Council — Marine
environmental surveys for the purposes of site investigation and
associated environmental surveys required to inform design of
Rosslare Coastal Erosion and Flood Relief Scheme.
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Request

The Seafood Climate Unit of DAFM requested, by the 10 of June, the MI’s views on how this
application may impact the seafood sector. The application (link: MUL260034 - MARA - Maritime
Area Regulatory Authority), made by Wexford County Council, proposes to conduct marine site
Investigations and associated environmental surveys required to inform the design of the Rosslare
Coastal Erosion and Flood Relief Scheme.

Response

Considering the short nature and small areas of proposed operations, they should not interfere with
fishing activities (save for potentially limited access to the harbour for vessels), assuming any
necessary Marine Notices are made, or fish ecology/biology.

The works include geophysical, geotechnical, bathymetric, metocean, environmental and
archaeological surveys, to characterise seabed conditions, sub-surface geology, hydrodynamic
conditions, benthic ecology and cultural heritage features.

Survey operations are necessary to establish a baseline for optioneering, detailed design, and
environmental assessment of the proposed Coastal Erosion and Flood Relief Scheme.

No permanent structures, and all site investigation works will be temporary in nature.
The duration is estimated at 16 weeks (scheduled for Q3 2026). Requested licence duration is for 3
years to account for potential delays.

Survey investigations include:

¢ Drop-down camera survey
* Geophysical survey:
o0 Magnetometer
o Sub-Bottom Profiler (SBP)
o Side-Scan Sonar (SSS)
o Multibeam Echo Sounder (MBES)
o Marine refraction seismic
o Marine Electrical Resistivity Tomography (ERT)
¢ Boreholes
¢ Cone Penetration Tests (CPTs)
* Grab samples
¢ Surface water samples
¢ Intertidal walkover survey
¢ Intertidal core samples
» Archaeological surveys and other investigations (i.e. underwater inspections, walkovers,
metal detectors, dive surveys)
¢ Deployment of metocean monitoring buoys to collect physical oceanographic data.


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maritimeregulator.ie%2Fapplication%2Fmul260034%2F%3F_gl%3D1*1677ycf*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTI4NzQ2MjI0NS4xNzc5MzczNjQ2*_ga_4BE8YJL1CF*czE3NzkzNzM2NDUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzkzNzM2NjIkajQzJGwwJGgw&data=05%7C02%7CFEAS.Advice%40Marine.ie%7Cdd1b45c8d68f4c89aa6c08deb74614c3%7C12cb7a361f0944a4b614b3eacaffb718%7C0%7C0%7C639149709103050326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zdLn1%2B4or5DJA%2FqP5x%2F5T59qImv5Bypn4P9wxSasexg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maritimeregulator.ie%2Fapplication%2Fmul260034%2F%3F_gl%3D1*1677ycf*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTI4NzQ2MjI0NS4xNzc5MzczNjQ2*_ga_4BE8YJL1CF*czE3NzkzNzM2NDUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzkzNzM2NjIkajQzJGwwJGgw&data=05%7C02%7CFEAS.Advice%40Marine.ie%7Cdd1b45c8d68f4c89aa6c08deb74614c3%7C12cb7a361f0944a4b614b3eacaffb718%7C0%7C0%7C639149709103050326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zdLn1%2B4or5DJA%2FqP5x%2F5T59qImv5Bypn4P9wxSasexg%3D&reserved=0

