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Important information:
Applicants are strongly advised to read the “Guidance Note for Applicants applying for a Maritime Usage Licence” before completing this application.

The application form and supporting documentation, including confirmation of payment of fee, must be submitted to licence@mara.gov.ie.

Complete this form electronically using the free text and tick boxes provided, free text boxes will expand as required. Responses should, in so far as is possible, clearly and concisely address the information requested. Where appropriate, supporting documentation may be submitted for assessment, providing that any information relevant to the application is clearly referenced in the application form. 

Before completing this form, the declaration and consent at the end of the application form should be read.


Application Fee: 
An application fee of EUR €2,000 applies for each Maritime Usage Licence (MUL) application.

This requirement is detailed in legislation: 
Section 117(1) of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 and Maritime Area Usage (Licence Fees) Regulations 2023, SI No 402/2003.

The application fee must be paid by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) to the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA). 
MARA Bank Details are provided upon request by email to licence@mara.gov.ie

Proof of application fee payment /confirmation of funds transfer must be provided with the application documentation.

Should the Maritime Usage Licensing application screen out for Appropriate Assessment, a refund of EUR €1,000 applies.


Privacy Policy
MARA may require applicants to provide certain personal data in order to carry out its legislative and administrative functions. MARA will treat all personal data that an applicant provides in accordance with MARA’s obligations under data protection legislation, including the Data Protection Act 2018 and the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). A Privacy Statement explaining how MARA, as the Data Controller, will process the personal data the applicant provides, how that information will be used and what rights the applicant may exercise in relation to its personal data, is available in this link: Privacy Policy - MARA - The Maritime Regulator.

Freedom of Information/Access to Information on the Environment 
MARA is a public body for the purposes of the Freedom of Information Act 2014, as amended (the “FOI Act”) and is also subject to the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007-2018 (the “AIE Regulations”) and MARA may be required to disclose information and records provided by the applicant in response to a request made under the FOI Act and/or the AIE Regulations, subject to applicable exemptions.  Where the applicant considers that any information supplied to MARA is commercially sensitive, confidential or otherwise exempt from disclosure under the FOI Act or the AIE Regulations, the applicant must clearly identify such information at the time.  Notwithstanding this, the final decision on disclosure rests with MARA, in accordance with the applicable legislation.  The applicant must, upon reasonable request and within a reasonable timeframe, provide all necessary assistance and cooperation to MARA in connection with any request for information made under the FOI Act and/or AIE Regulations. 

Confidential/Commercially Sensitive Information 
Applicants are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their application to MARA is commercially sensitive and/or confidential. The applicant should clearly identify and separate the specific sections of their application containing such information. The applicant should specify the reasons for its confidentiality/sensitivity with regard to the FOI Act and/or AIE Regulations. 

Form MUL1 – Application for a Maritime Usage Licence (MUL) for an activity listed in Schedule 7 of the MAP Act

Part 1 Activity in Schedule 7 and relevant section of the MAP Act

1.1 Part 1 Activity in Schedule 7, for which this MUL application is made.

	Tick Maritime Usage applicable to the purpose of the MUL. 
The Applicant should refer to the MUL Guidance Note for Applicants before completing this section.

	1. Dredging (including dredging involving the use of a device to remove any material, whether or not suspended in water, from one part of the seabed to another part of the seabed) other than—
(a) dredging carried out to create a new harbour, berth or waterway, or to deepen existing facilities in order to allow access for larger ships, or
(b) dredging ancillary to development authorised under the Act of 2000, whether or not it involves the removal of any material from the sea or seabed.
	☐

	2. Marine environmental surveys for the purposes of scientific discovery or research.
	☒

	3. Marine environmental surveys for the purposes of site investigation or in support of an application under Part XXI of the Act of 2000.
	☐

	4. The installation or placement of navigational markers or aids to navigation, or both, not undertaken or authorised by the Commissioners of Irish Lights.
	☐

	5. The installation of non-permanent platforms, pontoons or slipways.
	☐

	6. The deposit of any substance or object, either in the sea or on or under the seabed, from—
(a) a vehicle, vessel (including a craft capable of travelling on, in or under water, whether or not self-propelled), boat, aircraft or marine structure (other than a pipeline),
(b) a container floating in the sea, or
(c) a structure on land constructed or adapted wholly or mainly for the purpose of depositing solids in the sea.
	☐

	7. The use of a vehicle, vessel (including a craft capable of travelling on, in or under water, whether or not self-propelled), boat, aircraft, marine structure (other than a pipeline) or floating container to remove any substance or object from the seabed.
	☐

	8. The use of explosives not related to development authorised under the Act of 2000 and not requiring authorisation under any other enactment.
	☐

	9. The maintenance of any cable, pipeline, oil, gas or carbon storage facility structure that does not require an authorisation (whether the authorisation takes the form of the grant of a licence, consent, approval or any other type of authorisation) under any other enactment in order to be undertaken.
	☐

	10. The harvesting, disturbance or removal of seaweed, whether growing or rooted on the seabed, or deposited in or washed up thereon by the action of any one or more than one of the following:
(a) tides;
(b) winds;
(c) waves.
	☐

	11. The deposit, construction or removal of any mooring not requiring authorisation under any other enactment.
	☐

	12. (a) The removal of beach material from, or the disturbance of beach material in, the maritime area otherwise than in the course of the ordinary or reasonable recreational enjoyment of the maritime area.
12 (b) In this paragraph, “beach material” means sand, clay, gravel, shingle, stones, rocks, mineral substances, seashells, coral and maerl and any flora, in or on the surface of the seabed or suspended in the water of the maritime area, and includes outcrops of rock or any other mineral substance above the surface of the seabed.
	☐

	13. The laying or installation of telecommunications cables or ducting by or between coastal States where such cables or ducting pass through the exclusive economic zone (as construed in accordance with the Act of 2021) or the continental shelf but do not land in the State.
	☐

	14. A maritime usage specified, for the purposes of this paragraph, in regulations made under section 113(2).”
	☐



	
Select activity type from the list below:
	
	Dredging/Deposits
	☐

	Energy Infrastructure
	☐
	ORE Development
	☐
	Ports
	☐
	Research
	☒
	Seaweed
	☐
	State Infrastructure (Water/Sewage)
	☐
	State Infrastructure (Other)
	☐
	Telecoms
	☐
	Tourism & Recreation
	☐


1.2 Select the relevant section(s) of the MAP Act under which this MUL application is made. If more than one section applies, then select all applicable sections.

	Section 117 application for a new Schedule 7 usage
	
☒

	Section 129 application to amend an existing foreshore authorisation or continue to occupy that part of the maritime area after the expiration of the authorisation
	☐

	Section 130 application for an existing unauthorised maritime usage
	☐




1.3 Provide below details when MUL application is made under Section 129 of the MAP Act.

A. Confirm that you are transitioning from an existing foreshore authorisation to a MUL to continue the previously consented maritime usage, or to amend an existing authorisation.

	[bookmark: _Hlk201902083]Yes ☐	No ☒



B. If yes, provide the following details.

i. Foreshore authorisation reference number.

	[bookmark: _Hlk201901194]




ii. Date of Issue.

	




iii. Expiration date.

	







iv. Description of Authorised Usage.

	[bookmark: _Hlk201901414]








v. Reason for transition from foreshore authorisation to MUL.

	








vi. Confirm that you have attached a copy of the existing foreshore authorisation including foreshore consent map in this MUL application as Attachment 1.3.

	Yes ☐	No ☐



1.4 Provide below details when MUL application is made under Section 130 of the MAP Act.

A. Confirm that you are applying for a MUL for an existing unauthorised maritime usage.

	Yes ☐	No ☒



B. If yes, provide the following details.

i. Description of existing unauthorised maritime usage.

	







ii. Location of unauthorised maritime usage.

	







iii. Date of commencement of unauthorised maritime usage.

	





Part 2 Applicant Details

2 
2.1 Applicant Details

	The name and address should be of the legal or natural person that is to be the MUL Holder. This information would be recorded on the MUL. 

	Name of Applicant 
	University College Cork

	Company/Organisation (if
Applicable)
	University College Cork

	Applicant Address: Where a legal person would be the Holder of the MUL, these details must be as currently listed in the Companies Registration Office. 
Where a non-profit entity, which is a registered charity, would be the Holder of the MUL, these details must be as currently listed in the Register of Charitable Organisations.

	Address line 1
	MaREI Centre

	Address line 2
	Sustainability Institute – Beaufort Building, UCC

	Address line 3
	Cork

	City/Town
	Ringaskiddy

	Eircode
	P43 C573

	Applicant Email Address
	d.haberlin@ucc.ie

	If the Applicant is a legal person, Company Registration Office Number.
A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation (certified copy provided by CRO) and a list of Directors must be provided as Attachment 2.1.
	

	If the Applicant is a non-profit entity, which is a registered charity, the Registered Charity Number 
	RCN: 20033385/CRN: 243605



Attachment 2.1 included (if required).

	Yes ☐          No ☐          Not Applicable ☒


2.2 Authorised Contact Person for MUL Application.

	The Authorised Contact Person for the MUL Application will be the person that MARA will contact in relation to any aspect of the MUL application. The Authorised Contact Person can be a person within the Applicant Organisation or a person (agent) nominated by the Applicant

	Authorised Contact Name
	Damien Haberlin

	Authorised Contact Position
	Senior Post-Doctoral Researcher

	Email
	d.haberlin@ucc.ie

	Telephone
	083 4142067



2.3 If MARA provided a statutory declaration under Section 115 of the MAP Act as to whether or not a MUL was required for the proposed usage, provide the reference number associated with that declaration.

	Not applicable




2.4 Existing Foreshore Authorisation

A. Provide the reference number and title of any existing Foreshore Authorisations you may hold, or have a current application for, within, or otherwise in the vicinity of the proposed Maritime Usage, which you do not wish to transition (refer to 1.3 for Foreshore Authorisations you wish to transition). 

	Not applicable







B. Do you intend to surrender any existing foreshore consent(s) (Lease/Licence) for any maritime usage other than that granted by the foreshore authorisation?

	Yes ☐	No ☒



C. If yes, provide description of the existing foreshore consent(s) authorised usage. If necessary, provide additional information as Attachment 2.4.

	Not applicable






[bookmark: _Hlk198539348]
D.  Attachment 2.4 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☐          Not Applicable ☒





2.5 Other authorisations or consents

A. Provide the reference number, a brief description and the status (e.g. application made or authorisation/consent granted) of any other authorisations or consents in the footprint, or otherwise in the vicinity of the proposed Maritime Usage area, held by the applicant. 

If necessary, provide additional information as Attachment 2.5.

	Not applicable





B.  Attachment 2.5 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☐          Not Applicable ☒





[bookmark: _Hlk198542474]Part 3 Details of Maritime Usage

1 
2 
3 
3.1 Maritime Usage

A. [bookmark: _Hlk198539682]Provide a brief description of proposed Maritime Usage.  

Additional information can be provided as Attachment 3.1.

	The proposed maritime usage will enable the UCC research project titled CABLES: Capturing elAsmobranch Behaviour in eLEctromagnetic fieldS. The project will investigate the effect of an electromagnetic field (EMF) from a buried high voltage cable on a sensitive elasmobranch (sharks, skates & rays) species; the lesser spotted catshark Scyliorhinus canicula. 
The structure includes two nylon mesh enclosures, each measuring 50 m x 15 m x 5 m (40 mm mesh size), held in position by a mooring system composed of 4 x 200 kg of scrape chain with 12 mm polysteel rope used for all mooring lines. Four lighted navigation buoys (special marks) will mark the corners of each enclosure. The enclosures will be open at the sea surface, and the bottom panel will rest on the seabed. The enclosure head rope has a series for seine floats to provide buoyancy and maintain the head rope at the surface. Six HR2 acoustic receivers will be moored on an ABS plastic pole embedded in an ~80 kg concrete block outside the perimeter of the enclosure. No metal is used in the enclosure or receiver moorings to avoid influencing the magnetic field. The chain moorings are sufficiently far away (>60 m) to avoid any influence.
The structure and all moorings will be completely removed upon completion of the study. A single vessel will be used for all deployment and recovery activity, and a 7 metre rigid inflatable boat will be used for all animal capture, tagging and enclosure maintenance. The enclosure will be monitored on a near daily basis.  






B. [bookmark: _Hlk198539699]Attachment 3.1 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☒          Not Applicable ☐



3.2 Describe the purpose of the proposed Maritime Usage, with reference to the classes of usage in Schedule 7 of the MAP Act.  

	The purpose of this activity is to research the potential effects of electromagnetic fields (EMF) emitted by buried high voltage cables on sensitive marine species. To accomplish this, we will use the lesser spotted catsharks (Scyliorhinus canicula) as a model animal, tracking the animal’s movement and behaviour within our monitored enclosure under EMF exposed (i.e., treatment) and non-EMF exposed (i.e., control) conditions. The EMF exposed enclosure will lie on top of a buried high voltage AC cables, and the control enclosure will be removed from the cable and EMF. The purpose of the enclosure is to house and spatially constrain a catshark which has been tagged with an acoustic transmitter within a ‘monitored’ area. This transmitter in combination with the 6 HR2 acoustic receivers enables positioning and 3D tracking of the catshark, allowing us investigate movement and behaviours in response to EMF exposure from the buried high voltage cable. The enclosure we propose is a balance between containing the catshark in a space that is feasible and practical to monitor with this technology and, keeping the catshark in its natural habitat to reduce any artificial factors that might influence behaviour.
The tracking technology used here relies on 2 components to generate accurate positions and movement data for the study species. Each fish is captured, assessed for good health and has a small acoustic transmitter (180 kHz) attached to the dorsal fin. The fish is then released into the enclosure which is monitored by 6 HR2 acoustic receivers (hydrophones) which also contain a transmitter called a sync tag (180 kHz). The fish transmitter emits a coded pulse every 1.8-2.2 seconds which is detected by the 6 receivers, and this allows for a position to be calculated using trigonometric analysis. The receivers also emit coded pules at intervals every 25 - 330 seconds which allows for continuous time syncing between receivers; a crucial component of the positioning analysis. Fish transmitters and receiver sync tags emit coded pulses at 143 decibels.
This work began in the Research Ireland funded ‘TINTREACH’ project and will continue under Marine Institute Research and Innovation fund CABLES project (subject to successful award) and will generate novel scientific data that will strengthen our knowledge base and support sustainable offshore renewable energy projects in Irish waters. Findings from this work will be analysed and disseminated through open access publication per University College Cork guidelines, social media, stakeholder meetings, and scientific conferences. 



3.3 Duration

A. Indicate the overall MUL duration requested. Indicate the duration of any individual activities included in the overall activity. Give reasons for the proposed durations. Indicate any seasonal, vessel or other schedule constraints. 

Additional information can be provided as Attachment 3.3.

	We anticipate that an MUL of 2 years duration will allow the research to be completed. From date of approval:
1. 3 months to deploy and set up enclosures
2. 12 months to carry out tracking experiments
3. 9 months contingency in case of weather and/or other challenges
4. Complete removal can be accomplished in 1-2 days.   
Assuming a start in June 2026, an MUL covering June 2026 to June 2028 is requested. See the schedule of works in attachment 3.3. 
A 9 month contingency is deemed prudent to account for poor weather and logistical challenges that may arise. 





B. Attachment 3.3 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐          Not Applicable ☐




3.4 Describe the area of proposed Maritime Usage

A. State the total size of the Maritime Area (in m2, ha or km2, as appropriate), which is the subject of the application. 

	Site A = 26,200 m2
Site B =26,200 m2
Total area = 52,400 m2




B. Attach map, titled ‘Proposed MUL Map’ and GIS Shapefiles outlining the proposed Maritime Area(s). If the application relates to more than one area, each area should be labelled on the accompanying maps/drawings and its area provided. The map(s)/drawing(s) should be included as Attachment 3.4. List the attached map/drawing number(s) and map/drawing name(s) in the space below.

Map(s)/GIS Shapefiles must comply with ‘MARA Technical Mapping Guidance Notes for MAC/MUL Applications in the Maritime Area under the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (MAPA)’.

	1. Proposed MUL map
2. Proposed enclosure Map






C. Attachment 3.4 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐



3.5 Describe the location of proposed Maritime Usage

A. Provide the distance in kilometres and direction of the main body of the proposed Maritime Usage area from the shore at its closest point. 

	900 m



B. Attach map(s)/drawing(s) showing the location of the proposed Maritime Usage. The attached map/drawing number(s) and map/drawing name(s) should also be listed in the space below. The map(s)/drawing(s) should be included as Attachment 3.5. 

Map(s)/GIS Shapefiles must comply with ‘MARA Technical Mapping Guidance Notes for MAC/MUL Applications in the Maritime Area under the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (MAPA)’. 

	3. Location of Proposed MUL map






C. Attachment 3.5 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐



3.6 Ownership

A. Is any part of the Maritime Area within the proposed site in private ownership?

	Yes ☐          No ☒


B. If yes, indicate on a drawing/map the area concerned in relation to the proposed maritime usage area and provide a letter confirming that the Applicant has obtained all necessary consents from the relevant owner(s).

C. Is the Applicant aware of any actual or claimed legal rights or interests held by third parties in the proposed site that may be affected by the proposed Maritime Activity? 

	Yes ☐          No ☒



D. If yes, indicate on a drawing/map the area concerned in relation to the proposed maritime usage area and provide a letter confirming that the Applicant has obtained all necessary consents from the relevant owner(s) of such legal rights or interests. 

E. The letter(s) and drawing(s)/map(s) referred to in B and D above should be included as Attachment 3.6. List the attached letters, map/drawing number(s) and map/drawing name(s) in the space below.

	






F. Attachment 3.6 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☐          Not Applicable ☒



3.7 Planning permission and/or other authorisation(s)

A. Does the proposed Usage require planning permission and/or other authorisation(s), or is it ancillary to or part of to a proposed development which requires planning permission and/or other authorisation(s)? 

	Yes ☒          No ☐



B. If yes, what is the status of the planning and/or other authorisation(s)? If applicable, provide a brief description of the proposed development, to which the proposed Maritime Usage is ancillary.

Provide the file reference number(s) and link(s) to the websites where information on the planning and/or other authorisation application(s) and/or planning permission/ authorisation(s) can be obtained. 

	We have been in communication with Port of Cork since 2023. They have approved our plans provided we include the lighted special marker buoys.
An application for statutory sanction for special marker buoys has been lodged with Irish Lights. This is now pending MARA approval of this application.







Part 4 Marine Planning and Environmental Considerations  

1 
2 
3 
4 
National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF)

4.1 NMPF Objectives

A. Describe how the proposed Maritime Usage is consistent with the objectives of the NMPF. Provide sufficient information addressing the consistency of the proposed Maritime Usage with the objectives of the NMPF. This information should be provided as Attachment 4.1.

B. Attachment 4.1 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐



4.2 Designated Marine Area Plan

A. Is the proposed Maritime Usage located in an area for which a Designated Marine Area Plan has been published? 

	Yes ☒          No ☐



B. If yes, indicate if the proposed Usage is consistent with the Designated Marine Area Plan. Additional information can be provided as Attachment 4.2.

	An objective of the NMPF and ergo the SC-DMAP is to “support development of ORE in Ireland….” And “Increase the sustainable ORE use of out extensive marine resources……” 
The proposed usage is explicitly aimed at applied research to support sustainable development of ORE by strengthening knowledge and capacity in the field of EMF effects (i.e., an environmental impact of concern in the EU), leading to policy relevant outputs for government and industry (e.g., EIA reporting). 










C. Attachment 4.2 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☒          Not Applicable ☐



Habitats and Birds Directives 

4.3 Report for Appropriate Assessment Screening

A. Is the proposed Maritime Usage directly connected with or necessary to the management of a European site?

	Yes ☐          No ☒



B. If not, provide an Appropriate Assessment screening report to provide sufficient information for MARA to undertake screening to determine if an Appropriate Assessment is required of the implications of the proposed Maritime Usage alone, or in combination with other plans or projects, for any relevant European site, in view of the site's conservation objectives. 

If the Applicant has already determined that it is likely that an Appropriate Assessment will be required and have prepared an NIS, it may be submitted.

The Appropriate Assessment screening report and/or NIS must be prepared by a suitably qualified person, and a summary of the person’s qualifications and experience must be included in the report/NIS.

The Appropriate Assessment screening report and/or NIS should be provided as Attachment 4.3.

Attachment 4.3 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐



4.4 [bookmark: _Hlk198633998][bookmark: _Hlk213169196]Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species

A. Is there potential for Annex IV species to be impacted by the proposed Maritime Usage? 

	Yes ☐          No ☒



B. If yes, the Applicant should provide an assessment of the risk posed to such species by the proposed Maritime Usage, in accordance with national guidance. The Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species report must be prepared by a suitably qualified person, and a summary of the person’s qualifications and experience must be included in the report.
The Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species report should be provided as Attachment 4.4.

Attachment 4.4 included.

	[bookmark: _Hlk213167807]Yes ☒          No ☐



C. Are you required to apply for a derogation licence under Regulation 54 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, as amended?

	Yes ☐          No ☒



If yes, provide NPWS application reference number or derogation number:

	      



Water Framework Directive

4.5 Provide sufficient information addressing the consistency of the proposed Maritime Usage with the objectives of the Water Framework Directive. This information should be provided as Attachment 4.5.

Attachment 4.5 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐



Marine Strategy Framework Directive

4.6 Provide sufficient information addressing the consistency of the proposed Maritime Usage with the objectives of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and Ireland’s Marine Strategy under the Directive.  This information should be provided as Attachment 4.6.

Attachment 4.6 included.

	Yes ☒          No ☐



Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive

4.7 EIA Screening

A. With reference to Parts 1 and 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations, S.I. 600 of 2001, as amended confirm that the activity:

i. Is not of a class listed, where no quantity, area or other limit is specified in that Part, or

ii. Does not either equal or exceed, any relevant quantity, area or other limit specified for a class listed in that Part.  

	Yes – is not of a class/does not equal or exceed a threshold         
	☒

	No – is of a class/equals or exceeds a threshold
	☐



B. If yes, confirm if the activity is of a class listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations, S.I. 600 of 2001, as amended, but does not equal or exceed the relevant quantity. 

	Yes ☐          No ☐



C. If yes to ‘4.7 B’, provide the information for EIA screening specified in Schedule 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations, S.I. 600 of 2001, as amended. The information specified in Schedule 7A should be provided as Attachment 4.7.

Attachment 4.7 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☐          Not Applicable ☒



UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Maritime Jurisdiction Act

4.8 Provide sufficient information addressing the consistency of the proposed Maritime Usage with the Irish State’s obligations under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Maritime Jurisdiction Act.

Additional information can be provided as Attachment 4.8.

	Enhanced knowledge of electromagnetic field (EMF) impacts on sensitive marine species is a critical tool in fulfilling Ireland’s obligations under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). This alignment ensures that offshore development, particularly in renewable energy, adheres to international legal standards for environmental stewardship.
Protection and Preservation of the Marine Environment (Article 192)
Ireland has a general obligation to protect and preserve the marine environment. Enhanced EMF knowledge allows the state to: 
· Prevent Habitat Degradation: Precise data on how EMF affects navigation in species like sharks, rays, and whales helps ensure that industrial activities (e.g., subsea cabling) do not cause "deleterious effects" on marine life.
· Manage Sovereign Rights Responsibly: While Ireland has the right to exploit its natural resources (Article 193), UNCLOS qualifies this right with a duty to protect the environment. Science-based EMF thresholds ensure energy production remains consistent with this duty. 
2. Prevention of "Pollution" (Article 194)
UNCLOS defines pollution as the introduction by man of substances or energy into the marine environment that results in harm to living resources. 
· Energy as Pollution: In 2026, scientific consensus increasingly treats anthropogenic EMF as a form of "energy" introduction. Enhanced knowledge helps Ireland fulfil its duty to "prevent, reduce and control" this type of pollution using the best practicable means.
· Protecting Rare or Fragile Ecosystems: Article 194(5) requires specific measures for endangered species. Research on EMF sensitivities in migratory species directly informs the designation and management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), which Ireland aims to expand to 30% of its waters by 2030. 
3. Scientific Research and Data Exchange (Articles 200–204)
UNCLOS mandates that states promote studies and undertake scientific research to assess the nature and extent of marine pollution. 
· Monitoring Programs: Ireland’s participation in schemes like the Marine Knowledge Scheme (2021–2027) directly fulfills its UNCLOS obligation to gather data for environmental assessment.
· Criteria for Standards: Under Article 201, states must establish scientific criteria for rules and procedures to prevent pollution. Enhanced EMF knowledge provides the evidence needed to set these mandatory standards for offshore wind and cable projects in 2026. 
4. Implementation of the "BBNJ" Agreement (High Seas Treaty)
Entering into force on January 17, 2026, this new implementing agreement under UNCLOS strengthens requirements for Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs). 
· Holistic Assessments: The treaty requires states to assess the cumulative impacts of activities in international waters. Advanced knowledge of EMF effects ensures that Ireland’s assessments for transboundary infrastructure meet these high international standards for protecting marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction.









Attachment 4.8 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☒          Not Applicable ☐



Climate Action and Low Carbon Act of 2015, as amended

4.9 Provide sufficient information addressing the consistency of the proposed Maritime Usage with achieving the National Climate Objective, as defined in the Climate Action and Low Carbon Act of 2015, as amended.

Additional information can be provided as Attachment 4.9.

	Enhanced knowledge of electromagnetic field (EMF) impacts aligns with the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 (as amended in 2021) by enabling the "biodiversity-rich" and "environmentally sustainable" transition mandated by the Act. 
This alignment supports the following statutory objectives:
· Achieving the National Climate Objective: The Act legally commits Ireland to a 51% reduction in emissions by 2030 and net-zero by 2050. Meeting these targets requires 5GW of offshore wind by 2030. Enhanced EMF research accelerates this transition by providing the scientific certainty needed to approve large-scale subsea cable infrastructure without compromising marine ecosystems.
· Biodiversity-Rich Transition: The 2021 amendment redefined Ireland’s climate goal to specifically include a "biodiversity-rich" economy. Knowledge of EMF effects on sensitive species (like sharks and rays) ensures that climate mitigation efforts (renewable energy) do not negatively impact the very biodiversity the Act seeks to protect.
· Scientific and Evidence-Based Policy: The Act requires that Climate Action Plans and National Adaptation Frameworks be informed by the most recent scientific evidence. Enhanced EMF data allows the Climate Change Advisory Council (CCAC) and government departments to refine "Sectoral Emissions Ceilings" for the energy sector by ensuring project designs are ecologically viable and legally robust.
· Sustainable Offshore Development (DMAPs): Under the Act’s framework, the 2025/2026 Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPs), such as the South Coast DMAP, use EMF research to identify the best locations for wind farms. This strategic, plan-led approach minimizes environmental risk, preventing the legal delays that previously hampered "low carbon" infrastructure projects.
· Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) as Climate Strategy: MPAs are recognized as a "time-buying strategy" to protect wildlife until climate change slows. EMF research helps define the boundaries and management of these MPAs—aiming for 30% of Irish waters by 2030—by ensuring that energy cables crossing these areas do not disrupt migratory or sensitive marine life.






Attachment 4.9 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☒          Not Applicable ☐



4th National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023 – 2030

4.10 Provide sufficient information addressing the consistency of the proposed Maritime Usage with the 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023 – 2030.

Additional information can be provided as Attachment 4.10.

	Enhanced knowledge of electromagnetic field (EMF) impacts aligns with Ireland's 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) 2023–2030 by supporting its statutory mandate to integrate science into biodiversity governance and restoration. 
The alignment supports the following NBAP objectives:
· Objective 4: Enhance the Evidence Base for Action on Biodiversity: The NBAP prioritizes expanding scientific knowledge to inform future decision-making. New EMF research directly fills knowledge gaps regarding pressures on marine biological diversity and ecological features, satisfying the target to map and study marine habitats.
· Expansion of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs): Ireland is legally committed to expanding MPAs to cover 30% of its marine area by 2030. Detailed EMF knowledge allows for precise "site-specific measures" within these areas, ensuring that subsea infrastructure does not disrupt the behaviour of sensitive species, such as elasmobranchs (sharks and rays) that rely on natural electromagnetic cues.
· Informing the "Nature Restoration Plan": EMF research supports the development of the national Nature Restoration Plan required by EU regulation. By identifying how anthropogenic energy emissions affect habitat quality, Ireland can better implement restoration measures that improve the status of the 30% of EU-protected species currently in an unfavourable state.
· Guidance for Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE): A specific action under the related Programme of Measures (embedded in the NBAP) is to provide environmental guidance for ORE. Updated guidance will have to include refined knowledge of EMF thresholds to manage the cumulative effects of increased human activity on seafloor integrity and marine food webs.







Attachment 4.10 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☒          Not Applicable ☐



National or European Strategic or Policy Objectives

4.11 Provide any additional relevant information with regard to the overall purpose of the proposed maritime usage, with reference to, e.g. National or European strategic or policy objectives and national targets, and strategic research objectives.

Additional information can be included as Attachment 4.11.

	The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, EU Nature Restoration Law, EU Action plan to Protect and Restore Marine Ecosystems and, the OSPAR North-East Atlantic Environment Strategy 2030 are all relevant, however, the alignment of the proposed research activity with these is covered in the previous sections above. 
Nationally, the proposed activity will produce information which supports Marine Protected Area designations under the amended Maritime Area Planning Bill. 









Attachment 4.11 included.

	Yes ☐          No ☒          Not Applicable ☐



[bookmark: _bookmark0][bookmark: _bookmark1]
Declaration and Consent 

I declare that all information provided with this application, including this completed form and all attachments confirmed as included in the application checklist, is correct at the time of submission and that I will notify MARA of any changes to this information that may arise during the application process. MARA may, by notice in writing given to the applicant, require the applicant to provide in the specified form, by affidavit or otherwise, such additional information in relation to any matter to which the application relates as MARA reasonably considers necessary to assist it to determine the application.

By submitting this application form, I agree that certain details provided may be published on MARA’s website and that the information provided in this form will be processed and retained by MARA and may be shared with bodies appropriate to assessing aspects of this application in furtherance of consideration of the granting of a MUL in accordance with the MAP Act. 

This consent relates to this application and to any further information provided by me, or on my behalf, for the purposes of this application.



Damien Haberlin

Name of Signatory:

			Senior Post-Doctoral Researcher						
Position held:


Date:                                                                                         09/01/2026


[image: A close up of a signature  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


                                                                                                  

Signed for and on behalf of the applicant:


 



Application Checklist

Complete the below application checklist

	Section No.
	Document
	Required
	Submitted 

	Application Form

	Part 1
	Activity in Schedule 7
	Yes
	☒

	Part 2
	Applicant Details
	Yes
	☒

	Part 3
	Details of Maritime Usage
	Yes
	☒

	Part 4
	Marine Planning and Environmental Considerations
	Yes
	☒

	Declaration and Consent
	Signed Declaration and Consent
	Yes
	☒

	Application Checklist
	Application Checklist
	Yes
	☐

	Supporting Documentation

	1.3
	Attachment 1.3 – Existing Foreshore Authorisation(s) wish to transition
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	2.1
	Attachment 2.1 – List of Directors
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	2.4
	Attachment 2.4 – Details of Foreshore Authorisation(s)
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	2.5
	Attachment 2.5 – Details of Other Authorisation(s)
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	3.1
	Attachment 3.1 – Proposed Maritime Usage
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☒

	3.3
	Attachment 3.3 – MUL Duration
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☒

	3.4
	Attachment 3.4 – MUL Map and GIS Shapefiles 
	Yes
	☒

	3.5
	Attachment 3.5 – Other Maps and Drawings
	Yes
	☒

	3.6
	Attachment 3.6 – Private Ownership Details
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	4.1
	Attachment 4.1 – Compliance with Objectives of NMPF 
	Yes 
	☒

	4.2 
	Attachment 4.2 – Designated Marine Area Plan Compliance Details
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☒

	4.3 
	Attachment 4.3 – Appropriate Assessment Screening Report
	Yes 
	☒

	4.3
	Attachment 4.3 – NIS
	Yes
(if applicable) 
	☐

	4.4
	Attachment 4.4 – Risk Assessment for Annex IV Species report

NPWS application or derogation reference number entered on form
	Yes


Yes
 (if applicable) 
	☒


☐

	4.5
	Attachment 4.5 – Compliance with Objectives of the Water Framework Directive 
	Yes
	☒

	4.6
	Attachment 4.6 – Compliance with Objectives of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
	Yes 

	☒

	4.7
	Attachment 4.7 – Information for EIA screening
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	4.8
	Attachment 4.8 – UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Maritime Jurisdiction Act Compliance Details
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	4.9
	Attachment 4.9 – National Climate Objective Compliance Details
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	4.10
	Attachment 4.10 – National Biodiversity Action Plan Compliance Details
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	4.11
	Attachment 4.11 – National or European strategic or policy objectives Compliance Details
	Yes 
(if applicable)
	☐

	0.0
	Confirmation of Payment of Fee 
	Yes
	☒



Please return completed applications, by email, to: licence@mara.gov.ie

3

image1.png
A Y A

MARA

An tUdaras Rialala Limistéir Mhuiri
Maritime Area Regulatory Authority





image2.jpg
.. [




image3.png
An tUdaras Rialala Lim

Maritime Area Regulatory Authority





