Attachment 4.8
Alignment of proposed Maritime Usage with the Marine Strategy Framework Directive Objectives. 

Enhanced knowledge of electromagnetic field (EMF) effects aligns with the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) in Ireland by supporting the achievement and maintenance of Good Environmental Status (GES), particularly for several of the 11 qualitative descriptors. 
The alignment is realized through the following mechanisms:
· Defining Good Environmental Status (GES): The MSFD's primary goal is to achieve GES across EU waters by ensuring seas are clean, healthy, and productive. Enhanced scientific understanding of EMF impacts on marine organisms (especially electro-sensitive species that use magnetic fields for navigation) allows Ireland to refine the specific characteristics and quantitative threshold values for what constitutes "good status" under the relevant descriptors.
· Informing Monitoring Programmes: Ireland's MSFD monitoring programmes, updated in 2021, are designed to track progress towards GES and assess pressures on the marine environment. Better data on EMF effects ensures that these programmes can effectively monitor the impacts of subsea cables from offshore renewable energy projects, particularly under Descriptor 11 (Energy, including underwater noise).
· Guiding the Programme of Measures (PoMs): Enhanced knowledge informs the development and implementation of the PoMs (updated in 2022) to ensure appropriate actions are taken to mitigate potential harm. This includes specific measures related to cable burial depth, shielding, and spatial planning, which help manage human activities at a sustainable level and prevent adverse effects.
· Supporting Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs): The MSFD requires an ecosystem-based approach to managing human activities. Detailed knowledge of EMF impacts allows for more robust Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) for new marine infrastructure, ensuring that development is consistent with Ireland's ability to achieve or maintain GES and protecting sensitive marine protected areas (MPAs).
