Attachment 4.1
Alignment of proposed Maritime Usage with the National Marine Planning Framework objectives. 

Specifically, the proposal aligns with the Objective; Environmental – Ocean Health and relates to biodiversity, seafloor and water column integrity. Enhanced knowledge of electromagnetic field (EMF) effects aligns with Ireland’s National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) by enabling a scientifically robust, plan-led approach to offshore renewable energy (ORE) and ecosystem protection. 
· Evidence-Based Decision Making: The NMPF requires a scientific approach to setting environmental targets and thresholds. Enhanced EMF research directly informs the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) and other decision-makers when granting consents for subsea cables and offshore wind farms, ensuring they meet the mandatory environmental protection standards updated for 2026.
· Designated Maritime Area Plans (DMAPs): New EMF data is integrated into the 2026 National DMAP for Offshore Wind, which seeks to designate sites for 15GW of energy by 2040. An enhanced understanding of EMF impacts will help identify areas where cable infrastructure will have the least impact on sensitive marine receptors, such as electro-sensitive elasmobranch species.
· Co-existence and Multi-use: The NMPF promotes the co-existence of maritime activities, such as fishing and energy production. Enhanced knowledge of how EMFs affect fish behaviour allows for better spatial planning, reducing potential conflicts between the fishing industry and offshore wind developers.
· Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Standards: The evaluation of EMF levels and potential impacts on sensitive marine species is now a requirement for developers in Ireland. For many of those sensitive species, that knowledge is currently not available. This proposal aims to deliver novel information that can inform the prediction of EMF levels, thresholds for behavioural effects, cumulative impacts and possible mitigation measures.  


