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Types of maritime usage
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Schedule 7 of the Maritime
Area Planning Act 2021:

(3) Marine environmental surveys for the purposes of site
investigation or in support of an application under Part XXI of
the Act of 2000.

Within and adjacent to Maritime Area A - Tonn Nua of the South
Coast Designated Maritime Area Plan (SC-DMAP), 11 km south
of Co. Waterford coastline.

Location of proposed
maritime usages:

Environmental Impact

. EIA not required
Assessment (EIA) Screening

1%t request for additional

. . . 19/12/2025 Response to 1t RAl received 22/01/2026
information (RAI) issued:

2" RA| issued: 30/01/2026 Response to 2"d RAI received 06/02/2026
Notice requesting Natura
Impact Statement (NIS) n/a NIS received: 07/11/2025
issued:
. . Commenced | Observations from
Public body consultation:
y 03/12/2025 public bodies received: Seven
24/02/2026

Public consultation: to Submissions from the Three

30/03/2026 public received:
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1. Background

Helvick Head Offshore Wind Designated Activity Company (the applicant) has applied to the
Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) for a Maritime Usage Licence (MUL) to
undertake marine environmental surveys for the purposes of site investigation, falling under
Schedule 7(3) of the Maritime Area Planning Act 2021 (the MAP Act). The proposed maritime
usage (the site investigation activities) is required to characterise the physical, biological, and
environmental conditions of Maritime Area A, which is named Tonn Nua, of the South-Coast
Designated Maritime Area Plan? (SC-DMAP). The data collected will be used to inform project
design, environmental assessment and consenting, for potential future offshore wind
development within Maritime Area A.

The SC-DMAP for offshore renewable energy represents the first sub-national, forward
maritime spatial plan for ORE in Ireland. The SC-DMAP identifies four Maritime Areas within
the wider geographical area, which is the subject of the Plan, and within which proposed
future deployments of ORE may proceed for further project level assessment. Maritime Area
A has been identified for the first proposed Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) development
to take place within the SC-DMAP area.

An application for a Maritime Area Consent (MAC) was received by MARA on 12/12/2025 (ref.
MAC250047) from the applicant, to occupy Maritime Area A for the purpose of developing an
offshore wind farm and associated energy infrastructure. The MAC application was granted
with conditions, on 26/03/2026.

2.  Location and Description of the Proposed Maritime Usage

The MUL application area is located approximately 11 km south of the Co. Waterford coastline
and covers an area of 464 km?2. This includes the full extent of Maritime Area A (306 km?), as
well as a 1 nautical mile buffer around it, required to facilitate line turns of geophysical survey
vessels. The applicant proposes to undertake a range of site investigation activities, as shown
on Table 1, which will be carried out on a phased basis. A 5-year MUL duration has been
applied for, to account for weather conditions and contractor availability. However, the
applicant estimates that the majority of the activity will take place in 2026 and 2027.

Brief description of the site characteristics

The benthic broad habitat type in the MUL application area is largely circalittoral coarse
sediment and sand with small patches of rock and other hard substrata and small areas in
which the substrate has not yet been classified?. Water depths are approximately 50-70 m.

1South Coast Designated Maritime Area Plan

2 |reland’s Marine Atlas.

Page 3 of 33 MUL250019



MARA

An tUdards Rialala Limistéir Mhuiri
Maritime Area Regulatory Authority

Table 1 Proposed site investigation activities.
Geophysical surveys (estimated duration and timing: 2-5 months in Q2/Q3 2026/2027)

e Multi-beam Echosounder (MBES)

e Sub-bottom profiler — Pinger/Chirper (SBP)

e Ultra High Resolution Seismic — boomer/sparker (UHRS)

e Side Scan Sonar (SSS)

e Magnetometer

e Ultrashort Baseline (USBL) acoustic positioning system

e Visual surveys using drop down video or Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV)

Survey vessels (15—-100 m length) will be used. Proposed to use Remotely Operated Towed Vehicle
(ROTV), Unmanned (or uncrewed) Surface Vehicles (USVs) and Autonomous Surface Vehicles
(ASVs) for elements of the activities.

Geotechnical surveys (estimated duration and timing: 2-5 months in Q2/Q3 2026/2027)

e Cone Penetration Testing (1040 No.) Up to 44 mm diameter, to depths of up to 70m

e Boreholes (5-15 No.) up to 102 mm diameter, to depths of up to 70 m

e Down the Hole testing within the boreholes

e Cone Penetration Testing and/or Pressuremeter Testing. Up to 102 mm diameter, to depths of
upto70m

e Vibrocores or Piston cores (30—60 No.), up to 106 mm diameter, to depths of 6 m

e Thermal Conductivity Testing

e Lab testing of recovered samples

Survey vessels (50-90 m length)

Environmental/ecological & archaeological surveys (estimated duration and timing: 12—24

months in 2026/2027)

e Benthic sampling (Hamon grab, box corer, Day or Van Veen grab 0.1 m?) with video and camera
surveys (100 No. stations)

e Static acoustic monitoring (SAM) (2-6 No.)

e Archaeological surveys (using the data acquired from geophysical surveys)

e Water sampling & analysis (eDNA) for fish and shellfish,

e Ornithology surveys, from survey vessel, or from onshore locations*
e Marine mammal surveys from survey vessel*

e Shipping and navigation surveys from a vessel

Metocean Surveys (estimated duration and timing: 12—36 months in 2026/2027)

e Acoustic Doppler Current Profilers (1-4 No.) 1.8 m wide x 0.6 m high 300 kg

e Wave Buoys (1-3 No.)

e Floating Lidar System (FLS) (1-2 No.) or USV and/or Autonomous Floating Platforms (1-2 No.)
Vessels to tow and/or lift and deploy equipment. USV and/or Autonomous Floating Platforms may
be use for equipment deployment and recovery. Crew transfer vessels may be used to operate
USVs.

*aerial surveys for marine mammals and birds are proposed but these are outside of the scope of this
application as they are not within the maritime area as defined in the MAP Act.
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3. Assessment

In assessing a MUL application, MARA must have regard to Section 6(8) of the Marine Planning
Policy Statement (MPPS) and the legislation and policy set out in Section 121(2) of the MAP
Act, as discussed in this section.

3.1 National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF)

The MPPS outlines the government's overarching vision, policies, and principles for managing
the country's maritime area. MARA must have regard to the NMPF, which sets the framework
for implementing the forward planning component of our marine planning system as set out
in the MPPS. The applicant submitted a supporting document in relation to the compliance
of the application with the objectives of the NMPF. With specific mitigation, as set out in this
report, the Ocean Health policies will be adhered to. The application is in line with Sectoral
Policy 13 — Offshore Renewable Energy. The proposed activities are required to gather
baseline data to inform the design, consenting and delivery of offshore wind infrastructure
which, if consented, will support the Government’s renewable energy targets. The application
is in line with the plan-led approach to consenting and ORE development.

Underwater Cultural Heritage.

The NMPF includes a policy on Heritage Assets, which supports the conservation of the
historic environment and heritage assets both along the coast and in the underwater
environment. The policy notes that proposals not specifically contributing to enhancing
cultural heritage assets must demonstrate that they avoid, minimise or mitigate against harm
to heritage assets. The applicant notes that they will undertake a review of national databases
and wreck records, implement exclusion zones around confirmed or potential heritage assets
and will report on underwater archaeology in line with guidance from the National
Monuments Service (NMS). The applicant also notes that archaeological surveys will be
undertaken by a suitably qualified archaeologist, and these surveys will be incorporated into
the geophysical surveys (using the magnetometer and SSS), using the data collected from
these campaigns.

A condition is recommended to be included in the licence, if granted, requiring the holder to
consult with the NMS prior to the commencement of the site investigation activities and to
comply with their requirements in relation to underwater cultural heritage (see Proposed
Licence) (PL). The surveys should be planned and scheduled so that geophysical surveys take
place in advance of geotechnical surveys, to avoid impacts on underwater cultural heritage
(see recommended condition in PL). See also Section 7 for observations received on this
application from the NMS.

3.2  South-Coast Designated Maritime Area Plan
This assessment has had regard to the policy objectives detailed in the SC-DMAP including

policy objectives for overarching environmental protection, biodiversity, water quality,
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marine litter, underwater noise and co-existence. The SC-DMAP sets out that data obtained
pursuant to a licence in Maritime Area A should be made available to be added to a shared
data repository. This is also in line with the provisions of Section 128 of the MAP Act. A
condition is recommended to be included in the PL, if granted, on sharing data.

3.3  Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (2014/52/EU) (EIA Directive)

MARA carried out a screening for EIA of the proposed site investigation activities having
considered Schedules 5 and 7 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001. An EIA
Screening Form was issued by MARA on 08/01/20263 and it was concluded that the activities
do not fall within the scope of the EIA Directive and therefore an EIA is not required.

3.4 National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP)

Ireland’s 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan sets the national biodiversity agenda for the
period 2023-2030. The objectives of the NBAP focus on the conservation and restoration of
biodiversity. Objective 2 of the NBAP is to meet urgent conservation and restoration needs.
Part of its focus is to elevate efforts to tackle invasive alien species. A condition is
recommended to be included in the licence, if granted (see PL) to address the potential risks
from invasive alien species as a result of the survey activities. Sections 3.5-3.9 of this report
also address the Habitats and Birds Directives, WFD and MSFD and recommend conditions to
minimise impacts on biodiversity from the proposed activities.

3.5 Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, as amended (‘Climate Act’)
Section 15(1) of the Climate Act requires relevant bodies, including MARA, to perform their
functions in so far as practicable in a manner consistent with the governance framework set

out therein. The proposed activities will contribute to the furtherance of the national climate
objective as set out in the Climate Act. The application is in line with the Climate Action Plan
2025* and will contribute to meeting the national targets for offshore wind of 5 GW by 2030
as set out in that Plan. Considering the temporary nature of the proposed site investigation
activities, no significant carbon emissions are expected to be produced from the activities.

3.6  Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)
The Water Framework Directive (WFD) requires EU member states to protect and improve
water quality in all waters to achieve at least good ecological status in inland surface waters,

transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater by 2027, at the latest. The ecological
status of coastal waterbodies is based on the assessment of biological quality elements
(phytoplankton, benthic invertebrates, macroalgae, angiosperms) as well as supporting

3 EIA Screening Form incorrectly dated 08/01/2025 however decision was made on 08/01/2026.

4 Climate Action Plan 2025. Government of Ireland.

Page 6 of 33 MUL250019



MARA

An tUdards Rialala Limistéir Mhuiri
Maritime Area Regulatory Authority

chemical (specific pollutants), physico-chemical (e.g. temperature, salinity, nutrients) and
hydromorphological quality elements.

A small portion (<4 km?) of the MUL application area lies within the Eastern Celtic Sea (HAs
13; 17) WFD coastal waterbody (Code IE_SE_050_0000). This waterbody has been classed as
‘High’ status and ‘Not at Risk’> of not maintaining that status. There will be minimal site
investigation activities within this WFD waterbody (approximately 1-2 No. boreholes and
grab samples as well as some geophysical surveys). Thus, there will be no impact on
hydromorphology, biological quality elements or physico-chemical parameters in this
waterbody. In terms of water quality and supporting chemical quality elements, the applicant
notes that borehole drilling will employ either clean water or benign polymer drilling fluids. A
number of conditions are recommended to be included in the licence, if granted, to prevent
any water quality deterioration, including ensuring the applicant has an oil pollution response
plan in place and ensuring that all vessels used conform to Irish Certification Standards as
required by the Marine Survey Office (see PL). In addition, the applicant states that a number
of other measures will be taken onboard vessels, including the use of bunded fuel storage and
placement of drip trays under equipment and that all contractors will operate under certified
guality and environmental management systems. A condition is recommended to be included
in the licence, if granted, to ensure the activities are carried out in accordance with the plans
and particulars submitted with the application.

Given the recommended conditions as detailed in the PL, there is not expected to be a
deterioration in the ecological status of any WFD waterbody as a result of the proposed
activities.

3.7  Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2008/56/EC)

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) sets the framework for European marine
environmental policy. It aims to achieve Good Environmental Status (GES) for all marine
waters in Europe and protect the resource base for marine related economic and social
activities. Ireland’s 2024 assessment® under Article 8 of the MFSD sets out the status of the
11 qualitative descriptors that describe the state of the marine environment. Table 2 sets out
the status of the relevant descriptors and assesses the potential impacts of the proposed

activities.

> Reporting period 2019-2024. From www.catchments.ie

8 Ireland’s Marine Strategy Part 1: Article 8, 9 and 10 report 2024.
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Table 2: Assessment of impact of the proposed activities on MSFD descriptors

MFSD
Descriptor

Good
Environmental
Status achieved

Assessment

Biological
diversity

Partially
achieved

MARA has undertaken an Appropriate Assessment (AA) in
respect to the proposed site investigation activities (see
Section 3.9). Biodiversity is also discussed in Section 3.4 of this
report. Mitigation measures have been identified and
recommended for inclusion in the PL, if granted, which
address potential impacts on biological diversity (including
protected habitats and species).

Non-indigenous
species

Yes

To ensure that the proposed activities will not result in the
unintended introduction of non-indigenous species, a
condition is recommended to be included in the licence, if
granted, relating to the control of invasive species.

Population  of
commercial
fish/shellfish

Partially
achieved

This assessment of GES is based on whether stocks are being
fished at or below the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and
whether spawning stock biomass is above the level that can
produce MSY.

The MUL application area lies within large-scale spawning and
nursery grounds for a number of commercial fish species,
including cod, herring, whiting and haddock. The applicant
estimates that the geophysical and geotechnical activities will
take place during the Q2 or Q3 period, taking 2-5 months to
complete. Given this time period avoids the peak spawning
period for commercial fish in the wider area and given the
nature and duration of the proposed activities, and the scale
of the site in relation to these spawning and nursery areas,
there is not expected to be an impact on this descriptor from
the proposed activities. See also Section 7 Public Body
Consultation of this report for public body responses
regarding fish and shellfish.

Licensed aquaculture sites are not at risk from the proposed
activities due to the offshore location of the MUL application
area and the scale and nature of the activities.

Section 3.9 of this report, Appropriate Assessment, includes a
mitigation measure which is included as a condition in the PL
in relation to marine mammals. The holder will be required to
implement soft-start (or ramp up) procedures, in line with
national guidance on underwater noise and marine
mammals. This will minimise the risk of acoustic disturbance
to fish and shellfish in the MUL application area. The sound
source is initiated at the lowest practicable power level and
gradually increased in a controlled manner over a defined
period, allowing fish to detect the initial low-level noise and
move away before full operational output is reached.
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