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Tycor area residents
concern over asbestos

dedicated to Brothers of
Charity, a service which
provides for adults with
intellectual disabilities.
Various arts facilities

havesuffereddevastating
damage, including the
Waterford Centre of
Music and Nomac Pro-
ductions, a theatrical cos-
tume supplier.
DVF Print & Graphic

Solutions, a commercial
printer company is also
impacted, as is Joe Wall
Electrical, a family-run
electrical contracting
company. DG Foods Ltd,
a wholesale supplier to
restaurants and cafes,
stored stock at the prem-
ises, and Motordent, an
automotive restoration
company, will remain
closed for the foreseeable
future after suffering sig-
nificant damage.

THE TYCOR CENTRE, WHAT WAS
INSIDE?

Inside the Tycor Busi-
ness Centre building,
there is a devastating
scene of destruction.
Thebusinesspark is on

the site of the former J &
LF Goodbody Jute Fac-
tory, which was first con-
structed in 1937.
The Jute factory offi-

cially ceased manufac-
turing in November 1974
and over the years, the
property was subdivided
and upgraded into prem-
ises of varying different
sizes and uses, from of-
fices, dance studios,
gyms, microbreweries,
shops, schools, other
learning agencies.
There are approxi-

mately 50 units in Tycor
Business Centre today,
and it is estimated that
approximately 35 of these
units have been immedi-
ately impacted by the fer-
ocious fire that ripped
through the building on
Saturday evening.
It is understood that up

to 200 employees are im-
pacted.
Founder and CEO of

the Causeway Group,
Sean Johnston, said that
many of the businesses
inside the building are
community-based, and
there is a strong sense of
community in the sur-
rounding area.
The building contains

four churches of various
religions, including the
Waterford Christian As-
sembly, which has been
operating there since
2015.
There are also up to six

gyms in the building, in-
cluding Celtic Warrior
Martial Arts group and
The Institute of Self De-
fence.
There are approxi-

mately 10 educational fa-
cilities/schools in the
centre, with three units

RESIDENTS’ REACTION

Speaking to theWater-
ford News& Star onMon-
day, residents living
close to the Tycor prem-
ises spoke about the inci-
dent and its aftermath.
They expressed their

shockat seeing thesmoke
bellowing from the build-
ing and the sky redden-
ing with flames on Satur-
day evening.
A local to Tycor Av-

enue,Maurice, said: “The
smoke that came out of
the building spoke for
itself, it was unreal and it
had some impact.
“It’s a very settled area

here, and everyone
knows everyone, but
there is concern amongst
the residents about the
impacts of this.
“With the health im-

pacts, we’re a bit in the
dark. We know asbestos
is deadly but that’s about
it. For now, we’re just
looking out for ourselves
because no one really
knows what’s happening.
“We all just have 100%

sympathy for the people
who lost their businesses
there.”
A specialised contrac-

tor will now commence
the clean-up operation of
external areas of private
houses locatedwithin the
immediate vicinity of the
Tycor Business Centre.
As the fire has been ex-

tinguishedand the smoke
has cleared, residents
were informed on Mon-
day that they can now
safely open windows and
doors.
However, the HSE pub-

lic safety advice remains,
which includes not
touching or brushing any
debris, not cutting grass,
not using a vacuum, re-
moving and cleaning
footwear before entering
the house, and washing
hands thoroughly after
any outdoor activities.

AdrianFlanagan,Alex
Cunningham&Dar-
raghMurphy

Described as a “settled”
and “quiet” area, the resi-
dential estates surround-
ing Tycor Business
Centre in Waterford city,
which are largely occu-
pied by older residents,
were thrown into disar-
ray and confusion as the
fire broke out on Satur-
day evening, May 9.
The centre is bounded

to the north by Morris-
son’s Avenue, to the east
by Ard Na Greine, the
south by Griffith Place
and to the west by Tycor
Avenue.
In the direct aftermath

of the ordeal,Morrisson’s
Avenue, Griffith Place
and Tycor Avenue were
closed and health advice
was issued to the public
from Waterford City &
County Council.
The latest updates pro-

vided byWaterford Coun-
cil confirmed that while
asbestos-containing ma-
terials (ACM) have been
identified in the fire-dam-
aged structure and de-
bris, air monitoring con-
ducted on Sunday did not
detect elevated asbestos
fibre concentrations in
the air.
Air quality monitoring

is continuing in the vicin-
ity, and no elevated levels
of asbestos fibres have
been reported.
A specialist contractor

has been on site, and it
was anticipated that the
clean-up operation of sur-
rounding roads and foot-
paths will be completed
throughout Monday,
May 11.
Members of the Grav-

ity Asbestos Removal
company and O’Kelly
Bros Demolition and En-
vironmental Contractors
were on site on Monday.

The clean up begins on streets surrounding the former Jute Factory premises.
Photo: Joe Evans

Gardaí remained at the scene of the fire at the Tycor Business Centre on Monday, as the
clean-up operation began. Photo: Joe Evans


