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Maritime Usage
MUL250013

Lic nce App ication No

App

Uisce Eireann, Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street, Mountjoy,
Dublin

Type(s) of maritime usage activity
in accordance with Schedule 7 of
the Maritime Area Planning Act
2021:

3. Marine environmental surveys for the purposes of site
investigation or in supp  of app

of t of

Location of proposed maritime
usage:

Greater Dublin Drainage Scheme, Irish Sea and Baldoyle
Bay

Licence application received:

15t September 2025

1. Background

Uisce Eireann (the applicant) has applied to the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA)
for a Maritime Usage Licence (MUL) to undertake marine environmental surveys for the
purposes of site investigation in accordance with Schedule 7(3) of the Maritime Area Planning
Act 2021 (the MAP Act). The information gleaned from the proposed maritime usage will

inform and support the Greater Dublin Drainage project in its a

upg dp

additional wastewater infrastructure for the Greater Dublin Area.

2. Description mari

usage(s)

2.1 Brief description of the maritime usage
The applicant proposes to undertake marine site investigations (Table 1) in the Irish Sea and

in Baldoyle Bay. The applicant expects that the proposed maritime usage will take 8 weeks

to complete. The applicant has applied for a licence duration of five years
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Table 1: Marine environmental surveys proposed to be undertaken in Baldoyle Bay and the Irish Sea.

Marine environmental surveys

Land based techniques such as seismic refraction, ground -penetrating radar or
electrical resistivity tomography.

Bathymetric techniques (multibeam echosounder (MBES), sidescan sonar (SSS)), and
geophysical techniques (sub- bottom profiler (SBP) and ultra-high resolution seismic
(UHRS) boomer or spark). Geomagnetic surveying using a magnetometer will also be
undertaken. Positioning information will be provided via an ultra-short baseline
(USBL) system.

Boreholes (4 no.) in the intertidal and in the Irish Sea (10 No.) and cone penetration
testing within the boreholes.

Drop down video survey.

Benthic grab samples and water samples (conductivity, temperature and depth) will
be taken from locations in the Irish Sea.

2.2 Brief description of the site characteristics

The proposed MUL area is comprised of two distinct areas — Baldoyle Bay and an area in the
Irish Sea extending east from Portmarnock Beach. The portion of the MUL area in the Irish
Sea consists of moderate energy sand and moderate and high energy coarse sediment.
Baldoyle Bay is a transitional waterbody. The habitat types within the estuary consist
predominantly of mud shores and some salt marshes

3. Identification of relevant European sites

The MUL application is subject to screening for appropriate assessment in accordance with
Regulation 42 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011,
as amended, to determine if it alone, or in-combination with other plans or projects, is likely
to have a significant effect on a European sites, in view of best scientific knowledge and the
conservation objectives of the sites

The proposed maritime usage is not directly connected with or necessary to the management
of any European site(s). The European sites (Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special
Protection Areas (SPAs)) listed on Table 2 have been considered for appropriate assessment,
given the nature, scale and Zone of Influence of the maritime usage, the conservation
object ves of the European sites nd using the Sou ce Pathway-Receptor odel

The applicant submitted a Supporting Infor ing  Approp
(SISAA) report in support of the application.
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Table 3: Identification of potential direct and indirect impacts that may have an effect on the conservation
bj rop es, ing e prop sag

Potential Impacts Possible significance of potential impacts (duration,
magnitude, etc.)

Disturbance from underwater noise mp mp

Visual disturbance and above water noise . . L
. Possible temporal impacts on qualifying interests of SPAs.
disturbance.

The works will be temporary in nature and will not result i
Habitat loss and/or degradatio P Y

permanent habitat loss and/or degradation.

In-combination effects

MARA has developed a stepwise approach for identifying other plans and projects that may
impact on European sites in-combination with the proposed maritime usage. Using
professional and scientific judgement, the key steps for assessing cumulative effects are as
fol s:

Defining the Cumulative Effects Spatial Scope (CESS)

Defining the Cumulative Effects Temporal Scope (CETS)

Impact identification

Pathway identification

Prediction

Identification of Plans or Projects that could act in combination

Screening Stage Cumulative Effects Assessment conclusion

aging mp sp tag Ap

NouhwN R

The CESS has been defined as 5km and the CETS as 5 years. The definition of the CESS is based
the geophysical survey methods proposed and the Effective Deterrence Range! for Harbour
porpoise, given their known sensitivity to anthropogenic noise sources. And the CETS is the

prop

A search of relevant databases undertaken on the 11" November 2025. Relevant projects

within the CESS and the CETS were considered. Particular attention was given to the projects

shown on Table 4 which have the potential to act in-combination with the proposed maritime
sag
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Table 4: List of projects which, in particular, were considered to have potential in-combination impacts on

European sites.

Distance from .
. . . Projec

App icatio Re roje descriptio proposed U

area ( m)
LIC230018 Microsoft Ireland (Site investigations) <5km Licensed
LIC230016 Microsoft Ireland (Site investigations) <5km Licensed
MUL230034 Codling Wind Park Limited (Site investigations) 5-10km Licensed
MUL240023 larnréd Eireann (Site investig  ns) 5-10km Licensed
MUL240010 Eirgrid (Site investigations) 5-10km Applied
S0031-01 Malahide Marina Village Ltd (Dumping at Sea) <5km Permitted
S0004-03,
S0024-02, Dublin Port Company (Dumping at Sea) 5-10km Permitted
S0033-01,
S0038-0 Dub  Port Company (Dumping at Sea) 510 Applied

The following plans, related to the development of the maritime environment were also

nsidered:

e Climate Action Plan 2025,
e Water Action Plan 2022-2027,
Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029.

Likely significant in-combination effects between this application and the plans listed above
and projects listed on Table 4 on the conservation objectives of the European sites considered

hisrep tc

b xcludedat sstag

Were mitigation measures considered during the screening process?
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The assessment of significant effects

n the basis of the information on file, and having regard to
e The nature and scale of the proposed develop nt;
e The distance to the nearest European sites;
e The potential for in-combination effects with other plans and projects;
e Possible disturbance from underwater noise;
e Possible visual and above water noise disturbance;
Possible habitat loss and/or degradation.

Having considered the legal framework applicable to appropriate assessment, it was concluded
that the proposed maritime usage by Uisce Eireann, Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street,
Mountjoy, Dublin to carry out marine environmental surveys at Baldoyle Bay and the Irish Sea
(MUL250013) will require Stage 2 appropriate assessment. It cannot be excluded on the basis o
objective scientific information, that the proposed project, either individually

with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European site.

Signature and Date of

th 5
ec ing O
Suzanne Wylde
SMETHOIT IVIATITIE ANTVISDIT
Signatu JUTIN CVdns th Nove b 075
Make Director of Assessment,
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